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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a specific and 
permanent identifierOD) for the detachable medium. 
SOLUTION: The identifierOD) is preferably recorded in a 
previously nonused or reserved medium part, and is 
generatable from an original drive serial number and 
present date and time in combination of random \ 
numbers connected with these figures. When the 
medium is loaded (400) into a drive, a reservation area is 
investigated (402) by the drive in order to confirm the 
presence/absence of the identifier. In the case of the 
absence of the identifier, whatever disk access operation 
is requested, the drive generates an identifier before 
executing this request (406), and it is recorded (408). 
However, in the case of the presence of the identifier, 
this identifier is protected (412) against overwriting by a 
new identifier, and hence the disk access operation is 
immediately executed (410). When a medium is supplied 
with its identifier, the medium and its related erroKs) 
can be followed up through the whole life. 
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